
Sustainability Report 
EB Mawson & Sons P/L 
WA1189    Seymour Quarry 

This document represents a summary report on the matters and in the format requested by the 
Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources and covers the financial year 
ended 30 June 2016. 

1. Economic benefit 

a. Describe what is being extracted 

Seymour quarry is extracting sand and aggregate feed materials for our nearby processing 
plant. 

b. Describe the end use of the material, and the end location of the product 

The finished sand and aggregate products are predominantly used as raw material in concrete 
manufacture.   Other products such as crushed rock are used in local road construction and 
maintenance.  Aggregates are also used for projects such as capping land fill cells and for pipe 
bedding. 

These products are used in towns close to and including Seymour such as Kyneton, Heathcote, 
and Nagambie as well as in Melbourne. 

c. Number of jobs involved in the operation 

Our quarrying operation employs 9 people directly and in addition approximately 20 local 
contractors involved in transport, maintenance and other services to the business. 

2. Environmental Management 

a. An overview of your approved environmental management plan 

Our environmental management plan consists of strategies to responsibly manage the 
following issues during our operations - ground disturbance, topsoil management, 
erosion/sediment controls, water dams, vegetation/buffer zones, noxious weeds, dust 
emissions, noise emissions, visual amenity, heritage sites (n/a), fuels, lubricants etc, slope 
stability, redundant plant and rehabilitation of the quarry. 

The Quarry Manager and Supervisor on site take the day to day management of these matters 
very seriously and they form a key part of their roles.  Points to note are: 

i) Ground disturbance is required within the boundaries of our extraction area. This is 
minimised as best we can to avoid dust and run-off issues. 

ii) Topsoil removed from opened areas is stockpiled for later rehabilitation works. 

iii) Erosion and sediment is captured in the pit and pumped to settling ponds on the site. 

iv) Water used for washing aggregates and sand is contained within fenced ponds at the 
processing plant and recycled as part of the normal process.  (Not part of WA 1189) 

v) Buffer zones are maintained around the quarry and trees planted to enhance these. 

vi) Weed spraying is a regular activity at the site. Regular slashing of long grass is also 
carried out as required. 



vii) Dust management is important and this is achieved through having a sealed entrance 
road for trucks (recently upgraded) and a water truck dampening internal roads as 
required. 

viii) Modern equipment is used with suitable noise muffling and work is carried out during 
approved hours only. 

ix) Through tree planting and appropriate bunding the visual amenity is protected as much 
as possible. 

x) There are no known heritage sites. 

xi) Hazardous materials such as fuel and lubricants are stored in bunded containers at the 
processing plant which is outside of the work authority. (Not part of WA 1189) 

xii) Slope stability is maintained, particularly as a safety issue, as we extract from the quarry. 

xiii) Redundant plant is removed from site as we upgrade items from time to time. 

xiv) We are working towards rehabilitation of terminal faces of the quarry, particularly along 
the South side.  This will be an ongoing process as required under the work plan.  

b. Details of environmental monitoring undertaken, as required by the work plan/EIWA. 

There have been regular visits to the site by Earth Resources representatives to confirm 
compliance with the WA 1189 operating requirements. 

Site improvements and reviews are also undertaken by Mawsons’ Quarry Operations 
Manager.  These reviews are regular and actions are undertaken immediately. 

3. Community engagement: 

a. An overview of your approved community engagement plan 

         A copy of the community engagement plan is appended. 

b. Details of community engagement activities for the period 

None required  

c. Details of the number and nature of complaints received 

None received 

4. Rehabilitation 

a. Details of the final landform concept plan 

See attached rehabilitation plan 

b. Details of any progressive rehabilitation requirements for the period 

Removal of stockpiled overburden and initial shaping/levelling of the river bank at the 
Southern end of the quarry were commenced during the period. 

c. Details of the area rehabilitated over the reporting period 

As above, only initial levelling along the river bank has commenced.  No terminal faces have 
been completed at this point so we are not able, nor required, to complete these works at this 
stage of operation. 

 



5. Compliance Record 

a. Details of any compliance notices received under s110 of the MRSDA and corrective actions 
taken 

During the period we received 5 s110 notices: 

i) EA0223 related to performing a risk assessment of the site’s operations in accordance 
with the Australian Standard AS/NZS ISO31000:2009 

This was completed during the year by a panel consisting of relevant stakeholders as 
nominated by the regulator.  No identified risk was rated as ‘likely’ to occur and none had 
a risk rating above ‘medium’. 

A number of ‘mitigating options’ have been identified however no action was required or 
proposed.  Issue Closed/Completed. 

Note: There is an application underway to extend the extraction area within the existing 
quarry boundaries (or ‘footprint’).   This application is still to be determined by VCAT at 
the time of writing.  As a result of that process it is has been determined that it would be 
cost effective to fill along the southern embankment to reduce the risk of erosion 
between the pit and the river.   

ii) EA0399 related to implementation of actions from the risk assessment, as above.  
Confirmed with ER that no actions were proposed at that time.  Issue Closed/Completed. 

Note: As above, we propose to fill low points along the river bank irrespective of whether 
the extension is approved.  This action is likely to change the related risk ratings from 
medium to low.   

iii) EA0464 related to a temporary slimes dam in the pit.  A program to progressively remove 
this dam has been submitted and is underway.  Issue Closed/Completed. 

iv) EA0465 related to constructing a fence around the entire site to prevent intruders.  This 
has been upgraded/constructed.   Issue Closed/Completed. 

v) EA0466 related to documenting a ‘Fire Response and Readiness Plan’. This has been 
submitted and accepted.  Issue Closed/Completed. 

b. Details of any reportable events under s41AC or s116 of the MRSDA: 

No reportable incidents occurred. 
 

6. Mine stability (Declared mines only): 
 

Not applicable 



Amendments:
Amended - May 2009 - Stuart J Castle Pty Ltd
1. Legend amended to show symbol for WA boundary.

Modified January 2012 - Stuart J Castle Pty Ltd
2. Modification of north excavation/rehabilitation area.



Community Engagement Plan

Central Quarries
WA 1189

Previous community engagement activities

The Central Quarry site has operated over a number of years.  Over this time, as a result of contact with the community, through local and state authorities, a number of significant changes have been made, including:

  * construction of an access road from the main road to divert quarry traffic from local streets;

  * changing of plant and equipment for extraction and processing to reduce external impacts; and

  * implementation of fixed sprinkler/dust management systems.

Most recently Central Quarries has applied to expand the extraction area.  In October 2009, after a significant consultation process, a provisional WA approval was issued by DPI.  In September 2011 a planning permit was granted by the Mitchell Shire Council.  The planning process has

involved significant consultation and as a result the conditions imposed, on the operation of the new area, address community needs and outcome requirements.

On issue of the amended WA approval Central will implement all required actions, which including measurement and monitoring, to ensure that any issue is dealt with proactively, and in consultaiton and full knowledge of the local and state authorities.

Community, Values and Impact level

 Community Values Impact Level Reason

1 Seymour Township The Seymour Township has a focus on ensuring that activities associated with the quarry

operation do not adversely impact on their living and recreational activities, and assets, most

particularly to ensure effective management of: environment, dust, noise and traffic.

Low The Seymour Community is concerned about the potential external impacts, as stated.  These

impacts have been addressed with permit/ operation conditions and the physical design/layout

of the extraction area.  Monitoring systems are to also be implemented to proactively identify

any issues.

2 Mitchell Shire Council The Mitchell Shire Council represents the local community and will manage compliance of the

relevant planning permits and provide direct feedback from any community concerns.

Low Mitchell Shire will maintain a monitoring role.  The quarry will operate maintaining an open

communication and with the Mitchell Shire including reporting and issuing detail of compliance

monitoring.

3 Department of Primary Industry Overseeing authority with respect to compliance with the approved Work Plan and extraction of

the resource.

Low Quarry managers will maintain an open and direct communication with the department,

ensuring all matters and issues are managed and all operating perameters are adhered to.

4 Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority Catchment management authority responsible for management of the Goulburn River and

environs, and the Goulburn River flood planes.

Low Monitoring systems are to be put in place once depths in the southern extraction area exceed

10m.  Buffers of 100m are to be maintained to the Goulburn River.

Schedule of engagement

 Activity Timeframe Communities
Level of

Engagement
Comments

1 Changes to the Work Plan None proposed at this time Department of Primary Industry

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management

Inform

Consult

Central Quarries has just been issued a permit to extend their extraction area.  This has involved

extensive consulation.  Any changes to the plan/operation will be developed in direct consultation with
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Community Engagement Plan

Central Quarries
WA 1189

 Activity Timeframe Communities
Level of

Engagement
Comments

Authority

Mitchell Shire Council

Involve

Collaborate

the relevant authorities and  the need for direct communication with the community will be considered in

consulation with DPI and Council

2 Commencement of Extraction in the Northern part of the quarry 2 months Department of Primary Industry

Mitchell Shire Council

Inform

Involve

Prior to commencement of extraction in the northern part of the quarry all control systems will be

installed and final plans are to be stamped by council.

3 Operation of Extraction Ongoing Department of Primary Industry

Mitchell Shire Council

Inform

Consult

Operation of the site is controlled and to be regulated to accord with standards and permit conditions. 

The site will be available for access by authorities, and monitoring data will be supplied to accord with

permit conditions.

4 Emergency Contact Ongoing Seymour Township Involve Emergency contact details of the quarry representative is to be given to households that neighbour the

quarry.  This will enable any local issues, beyond the mointoring program, to be immediate identified and

addressed, as required.

5 Staged completion of extraction Ongoing Department of Primary Industry

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management

Authority

Mitchell Shire Council

Inform Authorities will be notified as extraction progresses through key 'mile stones'. 

Receiving and considering feedback from the community

It is anticipated that most contact will be received from the Seymour Township community via the Mitchell Shire Council.  Any request or issued raised by the community will be addressed in consultation with the Shire.  The level of direct contact with the community will be determined also in

consultation with the council.

Central Quarries will take a collaborative approach to resolving issues, as and if they arise.  Central will also proactively inform authorities on relevant activities to ensure they are aware as key 'milestones' are achieved.

Registering, documenting and responding to community issues and/or complaints

This document is to be lodged with DPI.  Issues and complaints will be handled collaboratively with the Council and DPI as determined appropriate based on the the type of issue raised.

Managing community expectations

The site is to be managed to accord with approved permits and WA.

Monitoring is to be undertaken to provide a proactive review of complaince with the qualative elements of the operation, most particularly:

Dust - Dust Management Plan incorporating motiroing and reporting regimes
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Community Engagement Plan

Central Quarries
WA 1189

Noise - On site review of operating noise levels to ensure compliance with predicted levels.

Results are to be provided to council and DPI and any remedial action will be implemented in consulation with these authorities.  

Review arrangements

A review of this plan is to be undertaken following completion of the northern extraction area - 10yrs
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